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                            NAME:  Arthur Cyril Towsey 

         BIRTH DETAILS:  23 March 1878   Dunedin 

        DEATH DETAILS:  disappeared 17 March 1932 

                  CHART REF:  Towsey Chart  B1 

MARRIAGE DETAILS:  9 August 1911,  Hamilton, NZ 

                          SPOUSE:  Mary Imelda Cooper 

 

PART 2 OF 3 
 

 After moving to 

Wellington, Cyril spent the next 

five years studying with Maughan 

Barnett. It is unusual for an 

already accomplished musician to 

go on studying, but in Cyril’s case it was certainly beneficial. 

 Although Cyril had been performing during the five 

years through which he was with Maughan Barnett, we see 

that after that time, Cyril quickly became recognized as one 

of the most gifted pianists and organists in Wellington. 

 It is interesting to note just how popular Cyril had 

become in Wellington, seeing that his farewell concert was 

patronized not just by the governor, but also by government 

ministers, the mayor, the Archbishop of New Zealand and 

the Bishop of Wellington. 
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 What Cyril quickly discovered upon arrival in London, was what all aspiring artistes had discovered before and 

are still discovering now; that a big name in the small pond of the colonies, is going to look a lot smaller in the big pond of 

London. 

 His prospects must have suddenly looked a lot worse when, after several months, he was stricken with what is 

described as an abscess on the brain. 
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At what point, one wonders, did 

Cyril tell his father that he had become 

engaged, again? Would Arthur have 

thought that it was probably a good time for 

Cyril to settle down? Might Arthur have 

worried that a romantic entanglement might 

distract Cyril’s attention away from the development of 

a career in the tougher world of London and Europe? 

 It was not that Cyril was too young to marry: he 

was after all, thirty years old. So maybe Arthur thought 

it a good thing that Cyril was thinking to settle down. 

 The question then arises though; at what point 

did Cyril mention that Miss Cooper was a Catholic? 

 Even if Cyril had neglected to mention it, Arthur 

would have had a strong suspicion if he had seen that 

Miss Cooper was using an Irish stage name; her 

mother’s maiden name, O’Connor. 

 The world might have changed 

completely between the time of Henry the Eighth’s 

break with the Catholic Church and the start of the 

twentieth century, but there was still a strong feeling 

against Catholics throughout British society. It was not 

just a lingering, irrational prejudice, based on the fear of 

loss of ultimate political control to a foreign Pope. By then it was also being reinforced by disdain for the nearby Irish 

Catholics, whom the British had been trying to keep under tight control for several centuries. 
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 We know that Arthur was not at all happy about Cyril’s engagement to Mary Cooper, but he does not seem to 

have done anything as radical as disowning his son. In fact we see on several later occasions, Arthur conducting 

performances where Mamie (as Mary Cooper was known), was singing. It must though, have rankled Arthur to know that 

after a lifetime of promoting and defending English cultural values, that his grandchildren would be brought up as 

Catholics. 

 Without wishing to rain on 

Mamie’s parade, it is worth noting that 

the high concentration of aristocrats at 

her concert at the Steinway Hall, in 

June 1908, might be attributed to 

family connections, seeing as her 

sister’s in-laws were of that ilk. 
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Alice Verlet (1873–1934) was a Belgian-

born operatic coloratura soprano active primarily 

in France.  

Verlet assembled a company and 

undertook a tour of England in 1910. Other 

members included contralto Edna Thornton. The 

accompanist was Cyril Towsey of Wellington, 

New Zealand, who had carved out a career 

performing in such ad hoc groups. 

 In July, Verlet returned to Birmingham, the 

scene of her English artistic "coming out" 15 years 

before, as a participant in daily concerts for the 

city's centenary fetes, although perhaps upstaged 

by a massive air show, not unmarred by fatal 

crashes of the then-novel machines. She was 

again in distinguished artistic company, organized 

and directed by Dan Godfrey: other participants 

included singers Nellie Melba, Agnes Nicholls, 

and pianists Wilhelm Backhaus, Myra Hess, and 

Benno Moiseiwitsch and violinist Mischa Elman. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.caliendi.com/

