Ch

5

PP S
<

iy .

' S

#s
X/ )//{g\{(

o

o v Yy o

Wy

:%(1(4 1/7/;41 [;7 ufﬂrl ' /Zd rridv ¢ n//z( (;'-;?II-IIA/
. i & o
,\/ﬂ/,/ //,,,,-,,/ _//")///A,

v

I

TR
x)“'x-, "\./u.‘:,-\ <
\,/\( .' )/E%;;
N & oan NAME:
~ N
B 2 NP BIRTH DETAILS:

DEATH DETAILS
CHART REF
MARRIAGE DETAILS
SPOUSE

%

/

%

Lt

Y

SR

7 A Vb VA L1 7

Y
R

After moving to
Wellington, Cyril spent the next
five years studying with Maughan
Barnett. It is unusual for an
already accomplished musician to
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go on studying, but in Cyril's case it was certainly beneficial.

Although Cyril had been performing during the five

years through which he was with Maughan Barnett, we see
that after that time, Cyril quickly became recognized as one

of

the most gifted pianists and organists in Wellington.
It is interesting to note just how popular Cyril had

become in Wellington, seeing that his farewell concert was
patronized not just by the governor, but also by government
ministers, the mayor, the Archbishop of New Zealand and
the Bishop of Wellington.

14th July 1906

By Little Miss Muffitt

It as at least smuleable that the
treasurer for the Cyril Towsey send-
off fund should be named Grabham. I
hope he will be able to grab qute alot
for the young musician with the beau-
tiful hair. By the way, do you
know a bald musacian?

www.caliendi.com
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e PMOWSEY TALES

Arthur Cyril Towsey

23 March 1878 Dunedin
disappeared 17 March 1932
Towsey Chart Bl

9 August 1911, Hamilton, NZ
Mary Imelda Cooper

PART 2 OF 3

Mr. Cyril Towsey, the talented and
popular planist and organist, who has
come right to the forefront among pro-
tessional musicians in Wellington dur-
ing the last two years, has decided
(says the ““New Zealand Times”) that
at the pressnt stage in his carcer it
wonld be to his benefit to study further
and scek experience in a wider musieal
world than that of the colonies To
that ecnd ho has made arrangements to
,‘:rocced to London at an early date.
Mr. 'Towsey, who is the son of an ac-
complished musician, Mr. Arthur Tow-
sey, of Wanganui, has shown talent far
abovo the average. It wase not, how-
ever, until comparativcly recently, that
ho elected to come before the public as
a solo perfurmer, but lovers of - mus'e
will remember the very favourable im-
pression he created not many_months

ago, when, in conjunction with Miss

Amy Murphy, he gave his first pianc-
The opinicn then form-

forto weeital,
ed as to his abilities has since been
strengthened. His work has ever boen
marked by dstinction. As an accom-
panist, tco, he has few equals in the
colony. Equaliy with the piane study
ho has cuitivated the organ, and of the
reeent series of recitals given in con-
nection with the opeming of the Town
Hall crgan, that given by Myr. Towsey
was one of the most enjoyable. He
recognises, however, that there & stiil
miuch to he learned, and in his en-
thus'asm .for' his art, he has resolved
to “finish off"” in the proper atmos-
phere and under the tutorship of the
bes: masters m the weorld's metropolic,
leaving the offects of the experience
and knowledge o gained to inflnence
his fatare. Mr. Towsey has always
Leen most ready to Jend his services to
any deserving ohject, and for that!sea-
ron alono” has claims upen the public.
who are to bo given an opportunity
latcr on to shew their apprecation of
those services. §nd July 1906
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YRIL Towsey, prince of accom-
panists, a pianst of brilhant
promise and an orgamst of abil-

ity, has come to the conclusion that

he 1s only on the frunge of the “mught
be’—how very rarvely artists come to

#lis conclusion owr readers know too

well—and he is off to Loadon to ac-

quue that pobsh and dustinction 1

musical art that only Home T?x-

sence and study can give him. Tins
ggmon of youngs’l oww%r’s 1 all the
more praseworthy as he 1s aoung very
well indeed as a pianofowrte professo
well mmdeed as a pianoforte puofessor
and 1> easily reckoned in the finst, thght
of our musicians, thougn it 1s less than

a couple of years swuce Le “came out.”
* * *

C

The veason of thus was that Cyiil ex-
tended lus student days—though, of
course, no real musiclan ever ceases to

PROGRAMME. ing” .. .

be a student—long after that perod
when he could have given artistic
pleasuie to the publie. That, how-
ever, 1s another story. At length he
took the bit between his teeth and the
result was a recital gaven in the Town
Hall 1n conjunction with soprano Amy
Murphy- t was a great success and
snce that time Cyril has never looked
back, aud only recently he astomished
his most enthusiastic admirers by the
mastery he so quickly gained over the
new Town Hall organ.

- * -

Then came Lemare and Cyml could
see “aow much was done, how much
there was to do.” He talked art
with Andrew Black, too, and found
out things, and the result was that
Cyril decided to plunge into the vortex
of musical London and take his chances
of coming out on top. If he does
what he hopes to do, Wellington wall
pot see Cyial Towsey for many a long
day and, whatever 1s the outcome, h's
art must benefit and he can always be
sure of a warm welcome |ome. On
the score of assisting charities and
deserving objects, Cyril—a mice name
for the concert platform-—has always
been to the fore and 1t 1s up to the
public of Wellington to do the mght
thing by him in assisting all it knows
+0 make his farewell concert, now be-
ing arranged By the musicians orf Wwer-
Iington, a suoccess beyond question.

7th July 1906

2, Song — ** Summer 18 Com-
Landon Ronald

NN AT
WELLINGTON, N.Z.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 8rx, 1906,
At 8 p.m.

Under the Patronage and in tho Presence of
His Excellency the Governor and
FPlunket, Members of the ulnhugi..thop
Wallis, Archbishop Redwood, Wor-
ship the Mayor and the Wellington Sav-
sge Club,

.. FAREWELL . .
COMPLIMENTARY CONCERT

TENDERED TO

MR. CYRIL 'TOWSEY

ON RIS DEPARTURE YOR EuRrors,
Y

THE PROFESSIONAL AND LEADING
AMATEUR MUSICIANS OF
WELLINGTUN.

CONMITTEE 1
Mesns, Robert Parker, LT.C.L. (
Brookes, J. “ . Cachon:

Giabham (Hon. Treas.), Gor)

B0, T Ehi Mas topoer TV, Hayoua S

XN 5 po, . . .

Hunt, B, J. Hil, W, D, Mdrdoch, O.D. Mackin:

"‘?lb. H. l'lll:l':m‘-vr.“l;(uklmﬁn. slg.‘ldmnnﬂ T. X,

n, 1ns, andle;

Wells, &.. Wicks (Ifon, Sec.. 3 .4

www.caliendi.com

(Chalrman) S
paile, Jas. Dykes,

Paat I,
1. Overtare—'* Ruy Blas” .. Aendellsohn
ORCHESTRA.
(Conductor : M. R Parker, L.T.C.L.}
2. Song—** The Windmill” .. H. H. Nelson
MR. HANDLEY WELLS.
8. Trio for Three Flutes (with
Piano nccompaniment) ..
Alred Hill, R.C.ALL.
(Specially posed tor the sion).
MISS SIMPSON, MESSRS. C. J. HILL
AND McDONALD.

4. Song—* My Heart 33 Wearg” ..
Goring Thomas
MISS MINA CALDOW.

. Duo for Violin and Fiano—

¢ Swedish Dance ” . Mazx Bruch
HERR MAX HOPPE AND MISS
EDITH TAYLOR.
. Song (with Oichestral wccom
gmimem) — ‘“ Se Saran
ose " .. v

Ardest

MISS PH(EBE PARSONS, AR.C.M.

. Conecerton Cminor for Pieno
and Oichestra (firsl move-

ment)

MR. CYRIL TO\WSEY.
. Song .. . s
MR. E. J. HILL.
9. Chorus  (unaccompanied)—
“ O Gladsome Laght ” %

WELLINGTON MUSICAL UNION.
(Conduotor: . R. Parker, L.7T.C.L)

Parr 11

1. Organ Solo-—'* Suito Goth-
fque™ .. s .o
MK. CYRIL TOWSEY.

Sullivan

MRS. F. P. WILSON.

3. Tang: (for Baritone and Or.
chestra) — ** A Maori
ment” .. . dlfred Hill, R.C.M.L.

(Conducted by the Composer)

MR. ARTHUR BALLANCE.
4. Song—** Voices of the Storm "
Beatrix dtkinson
MISS LLOYD HASSELL.

5. Quarter for Male Voices—
“\When Eveniong’s 1wi-
light" .. . . Hatton

MESSRS. JAS. SEARLE, J. F. CARR,
P. HOCKLEY, A. EAST.

6. Sony--** Happy Bird " e
MISS LILIAN IRVINE.
7. Chorus for Male Voices—

« Comiades 1n Arms” ., Adolph Adam
WEBLLINGTON LIEDERTAFEL.
(Conduotor : Mr. R. Parker, L.T.CL.)
8. Song—‘ Bisnea .. v Tito Mattei

MR. LESLIE HILL.

9. Choral Epiloguc from ** The
Baoner of St G”tﬁ;' -
“ 1t Comes from the Misty
es” .. «+  Sir Edward Elgar
WELLINGTON MUSICAL UNION.
Conductor: Mr. R. Pgrker, L.T.C.L.)

At the close of the Programme Meadell-
sohn’s * Student's mu%ng" will be
sung by the Wellington
Public Farewell to Mr Cyril Towsey.

Accompanists : Mim: Ethel Wynne-Kirk,
K. Molonay, Messrs. Alfred Hill, R.C.M.L.,
D. Kenny, R. Parker, L.T.C.L., A. J. Wicks.

PRICES—8/- (Reserved), 2/-, 1/-
Doors open at 7.15 p.m.
ARTHUR J. WICKS,
Hon. Sec.

Zardo
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Mr. Handley Wells, in the “Wind- Mr. Arthur Ballance was in. very fine
mill” (H. M., Nelson), emp It.' thbg voice, and he sang "My mef'(?)nm"
is quj

. ion of 2 fine voice. (Alf. ‘Hall) most telhngly, mfusing much
Sifficalt, to cateh words from Mr. animation essaon. Miss
| Wells. . Bar. Alf. Hill's quectotte for oot o o 1 oy

Hassell gave two emall sweet numbers,
three flutes was played by Miss Nellie “V’omes%‘fl the Storm” and the tiny
Thompson and Messts. C. J. Hill, ‘“Farewell.” Mrs. F. P. Wiison’s,
Macdonald and Cyril Towsey. The “A of Mormng” and *Summer Is
hnu.ntmﬁ melody of “The Death Song Comi were acceptable. Miss Ll
of the Kotuku” (white crane) was pro-

Lian Irvine, who ¢ going to be heﬂ'd::
duced perfectly bv the charming com- great doal ‘more ofgm the future, sang
bination, and the weird ‘Dance of

emply and with delightful ex 1on
Turenu” (mountain spirits) is a number g Bgt i

. and verve, Zardo’s « y Bird.” She
that deserves to live. The more joy- produces her voice without difficulty,
ous “Waikare Moana” (soa of rippling and has an unaffected demeanour that
watler) concluded a flube porformance augurs well for a successful future. She
that left nothing to be desired. was very well received, and de-erved

A °

° it.
- - -

A number that charmed the audi- )
auce. whose insisbenb demand for  am thzhee %ﬁmﬁm}gw °&r_ha(g:‘_l

i i ememdadk da e Awlado
ONOOIS Wi MUL WOUSUSAY WAy 1rims amasmmen ~ LY in their midst when the Lied-
“Se Saran Rose,” sung dehghtiully by ertafe )sgng as a wind-up ls~
Mass Phoebe Parsons, A.R.C.M. Mibs gohn’s “Students’ Song.” It was sung
Parsons was 1 excellent vo.ce, aundshe with great heart and feeling, and was
15 an example to smgers for tue vim 5 notable conclusion to a satisfactory
ohe mtuses 1mto her work and the sodt- performance. e accompanists were
enjoyment of 1t. She woke the audi- gfwses Ethel Wynne Kirk. K. Maloney
euce nght up. amd Messrs. red Hill. R.C.M.L., D.
* v * Kenny, R. Parker, L.T C.L., and A.
Mr. 1. J. Bull sang well. He had J. Wicks. There were no encores.
eelected one of his brothei’s sougs, The fine Steinway pranoforte was lent
“How Shall I Tell Her I Love Hei.” by the Dresden Piano Company. The
Every note was true, and every woird stage management was parbiculanly
enuncmted distinctly. Seemng that a good, and, while one singer was bow-
distinct enuncation is so essentanl to ing himself off, the other was sprinting
, one wonders why all eingers at up from below. The arrangements
the concert did not 1ub thesr kingwstic were due to_the bu~inesslike prompti-
attamnments -up to Hill piteh.  Herr tude of Mr Jas. Dvkes, who permitted
Max Hopfe, with Jus fine violin, and no delay of any kind.
Miss Bdrth Taylor at the prano, play-
ed the duo, “Swedivh Dance,” with a
true judgment of its beauties.

The farewell complimentary concert
tendered to Mr. Cyril Towsey by pro-
fessional aud leading amateur musi-
cians of Wellington, 1n the Town Hall,
on Wednesday wmght, must have been
highly gratifying to the benefited one
as abt was enjoyable to the crowded
audionce. The features of the con-
cert were the even excellenco of the
fine orchestra under the baton of Mr.
R. Parker, L.T.C.L., the chorus of the
Wellington Liedertafel, and the not-
able work of the Wolfington Musical

TTwiaw
Mur. ril Towse;r was heard at lhis
best. in hoven’s Concerto in_ C
Minor, for piano and orchestra.  Mr.
Arthur Towsey, father of the piamst,
conducted, and it was noticed that at
an early stage of the concerto Mr.
Cyril Towsey closed his music and
layed from memory. The pianist,
ooling that something extra was ex-
pected of him, gave a reraarkably fine
rendering of a difficult piece. In the
selections for the organ, Mr. Towsey
played the Toccato from Fifth Sym-
phony (Widor). There is a good
of orash about the Toccato, and one
was glad to_find that the second num-
ber was Andantino in D_flat (Lemave),
a soft and pleasing melody, which gives
fine work to the vox humana stops. and
which was verv restful after the
thunders of the Toceato.

11th August 1906

ned n coartawn posi-
ke Wellington, aud,
ot no
his life.
dotar -

enoe, A man
o Bl t

avi adn Lat 1tion,
furtl’:gr %or.wn,rd the mo of

lic, more's the pity!), Joo Oarr, Terry
(my bluecoyed English boy), and others,
tmg instrumentaliste—well, there was
ing himsol, and,

tho gueet of the evening
Mr.

to tho delight of all, hix father, M
Arthur Towsey (who chipped in with
the young bloods with genial digmty),
Dave Konny, the brilliant irrepreesible,
and o Mr. Swain, a voung Englishman
who ecan rollick through = Gilbert-
Snllivan score one moment and the
noxt will bo wafting his ‘hoarers up

Ho this, and had
mined not to eit under it, but was go-
l;f 1o acquire oxporionce with a capi-
b ':E'” and thon see what would come
it.
- -

At tho conclusion of tho “evening,”
when the clatter of the milk-carts was

throueh the clear. cool atmosphere of
a star-lit nicht on the piomions of 0
Reathoven costasy.

Mesers, Towsoy, semwor and junior,
layed anything for anybody and every-
y. and all was aight and nothw
wrong. At "a beef and beer an
somotinzng sweet” dmner, My, Arthur
Williameon proposed Cyril’s health
ﬁoat.in{z lnnﬁ\mce. and prophesied that
when he had completed his studies ot
Homo he would come out and knock

not far off, Mr. Arthur Towsoy saad
that a wook oqo he had been invited
&5 come down from  Wangennd fo -
tond a Jittls ovening to bo given to
his son, Cyril. That oevonmng
lasted ever since. know that
Oyril had friends in Wellington, but
nover dreamed that that friendship
wias s0 extonsive or deep, it made
him very proud and happy to know
that he had go many true and staunch
frionds.  The old ;';ondcman's vOice
quavered as ho eaid ho parted from s
son with a great sorrow, but recogmesed
that 16 was all for the bost, and if, per-
chanee ho came out somowhere near
the top, and could not voturn to New
Zesdand, he hopad that he would make
onough moncy to take all his friends
thore that night. Home (violont ap-
plause, 99 choars, and ‘“Foreesajoly-
oHow 1 sung thirty-cight times to
Oy " ril, lus fn\t:\ev. na\d the vl;mg gost
ril, in replymg, stated that he hostass, Mr. and Mrs. W. P. Bas-
thought he wnlz do?r'lg the right thing tin,  Cyril left for the Hub by the
by gowg Home for study and expow- Coninthic on Thursday.

Cyril Towsey is as popular s I
hair is ourly, and when he leaves the
Oity of the Strait for the land of
fogs and Chamberlain, thore will be a
blank spuce somewhere that will not
be filled in a hurey. Some of the
voungor, more-spited of the local
Ailletéanti know a  cosy home at

“Walters-
E;':};""?io:nd {:“xk:rl“;m.?: ﬂg\t? e"r;c the old machine about at the Town

oharming host and hostoss sank their Hall in a manner that would make
richts o fow evenings ago to allow of Lemare stare (uproarious applausc).
Cyri) boing entertained “by the boys.”  He hoped he would came back, for, ns
It was a night of great joy. Wollington had emphasised at the re.

ke - 2 oont concart, Cyril ocoupiod mo moan

hicre.  wore voloes . theno—fieai position in the hearts and cstimation

young, vigorous voices, that have al of ‘the poo.plo of ﬂ": LY

rea themeelves 1n Wels
lington—voices owned by such song-
sters as Leslie Hall, Arthur Ballance,

Aubrey Moo (who docs not eing in pub-

www.caliendi.com Copyright © Julian Towsey 2013



http://www.caliendi.com/

18th August 1906

AN

—That 1t is not true that Mr., Cyri
Towsey has distributed 500 of his hy-
%amon curls to his Wellington friends.

o's taking the whole su.p)ﬁy with him.

—That Mr. Grabham, treasurer to
the Cyril Torwseg fund, grabbed 'em for
Cyril—£107 odd.

www.caliendi.com

Cyril Towsey was among the passen-
gers, and was sung at farviously by
“Teddy” Hall, “Joe” Carr and Co., as
the steamer moved away from _ the
wharf. Cyril was greatly moved—so
much so, indeed, that the chief officer,
on the fo’c’le head, noted the symp-
toms of what he took to be sea-sickmess
and the last that was seen of the omly
musician Wellingon had with artistic
hair was his being ovdered below for his
benefit. Cyril and °~ young Harold
Plimmer (who seeks further engineer-
ing knowledge) share a four-berth
cabin as far as Monte Video, where

the White Star brand usually fill up.

SS Corinthic leaving Wellington

Copyright © Julian Towsey 2013
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The Truth
(Wellington NZ Newspaper)

Wellington Well-knowns Section
19" January, 1907

CYRIL TOWSEY, ORGANIST

He plays like a cock angel,
and makes the organ talk,

And he grows a bunch of hairiness
that scarcely lets him walk.

When the winds arise in Wellington,
he don't stir out of doors

For fear they'd get him by the wool

and with him wipe the floors.

PERSONAL MNOTES FROWM
LONBON.

(IF'rom Our Own Correspondent.)
LONDON, 21zt Decamber.1906
Mr. Cyril Towsey (Wellington) has
been suffering from rather govere illness
Jatoly, and this has interfered with his
course of musical study, in the pursu-
ance of which ho arrived in Yondom
severezl monthe ago. Just now the pa-
tient, who is suffering from an abscess,
is undergoing treatment at a private
nursing home in Clapham.

Cyrl Towsey was not well-advised
when he went Home to London to
astonish them as a pianist. John
Prouse had beem there and knew.
Writing undor date May 3. a Lon- There were thousands as good as Cymil
on correspondent  sayvs:—Mr.  Cyril waiting a chanoe, and every agent has
owsey, son of Mr. Arvthur J. Towsey, hundreds such oun his books—erpo,
he eminent New Zealand musician, Lias what chance is there? And, if rere
ecn in Fngland for some little time. engagements were obtained at =
lo tool part in a_ very good concent guinea, two guineas, or even five
aven last evening in the Salle Erard, guineas, the agent had to get 26
oniributing to tho programme several per cent. If not, mo more engage-
olos for the pianoforte, which he play- ments. Cyril says that these agents
d very bz‘u!lmntly and with great ox- are the direct descendants of Shylock
ression.  Some of the erities. indeod, om his hard side. He had made a pro-
ppear to be of opinion that he earries position to tour with ‘’cellist Arnold
ig last quality a little too far. The Trowell, the Concours prize lad If
Daily Telegraph,” for instance, says: he + ‘th-at his inten:bio'n was to re-
Mr. Cyril Towsey contiibnted piano- & g'ot We'll’ direct after the
nrte solos: his technique is m)mi. and —-— o'l‘h tngton ¢ ber of

o plavedd Chopin’s ‘C Sharp Minor Pol- tour. There are quite a number
people in Wellington wha would like to

naiso’ with taste, thoush here and bao .
hory the sentiment was somewhat ox- see Mr. Towsey k again. 151 June 1907

ggerated.””  Mr. Towscy had a very
ordial recoption. 13th June 1907

Copyright © Julian Towsey 2013
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What Cyril quickly discovered upon arrival in London, was what all aspiring artistes had discovered before and
are still discovering now; that a big name in the small pond of the colonies, is going to look a lot smaller in the big pond of

London.

His prospects must have suddenly looked a lot worse when, after several months, he was stricken with what is

described as an abscess on the brain.

<=z
24 Aug 1907

A New Zealander now residing 1in
London writes that he recently met
Mr. Cyril Towsey, Wellington’s well-
known pianist, in the metropohs. Mr.
Towsey was somewhat astomshed to
hear that in New Zealand a report
gained wide circulation which alleged
him to be dead and bumed, and he
was very pleased to give s mnformant
Mark Twain’s famous bon mot, that
“the report of his death was very
much exaggerated.

Mr. Towsey was seriously indisposed
for a time with bramn affiction, but he
has now made a complete recovery,
and 1s in better health now than he
has been since the days of his boyhood
in Dunedin. His fame as a pianist
is becoming better recognised 1in the
world’s metropolis, and his prospects
for the future are bright, which 1s no
more than they deserve to be, for itis
recognised by competent judges that no
better and no more sympathetic ac-
companist of vocal items on the piano
has ever been known in New Zealand
than Mr. Towsey, and those who can
equal him may be counted on the
fingers of one hand, leaving one or two
fingers free for fresh discoveries.

UMr Cyril Towsey, the young Wellington
pianist, who went 1o TLondon =a couple of
vears ago, writes to a friend that he has
just returned to the metrapolis =after o
month’s tour with & concert company com-
posed of Joska Szigeti, Blanche Marcheosi
Busoni, Fischer Sobell, and Madame Ellg
Russell. Mr Towsey, writing early in De-
cember, spid there 'was every indication of
ancther hevd winter in Eagland. 7t Dec. 1907

www.caliendi.com

The TLondon correspondent of the
“ Hvening Post” says:—“ With Mur.
Cyril Towsey T had a long talk the day
before yesterday, and I also had the
pleasure of hearing him play. He is
undoubtedly a very fine and cultured
pianist. He seems to be making good
headway in the musical profession, hay-
ing numerous engagements, including
one as planist in Ada Crossley’s com-
ing tour. He still assiduously pursues
his musical studies. I am glad to be
able to say that in spite of the recent
report of his death Mr. Towsey is in
very good health, having practically

completely recovered from the effects
of his serious illness during the pro-
gress of which the unfounded rumonr
of his death mysteriously found circula-

August 1907

tion in New Zealand.”

Mr Cyril Towsey, of Wellington, and
Miss Ircne Ainsley, of Auckland, took part
in a concert given at the Aeolian Hall,
London, on QOctober 23rd, in aid of the
National Society of Day Nurseries. Mijes
Ainsley sang ‘“Divinites du "Styx” (Gluck),
and later on a group of songs—Lalo’s
‘L’Esclave,” Brahms '‘Sapphische Ode.”
and Tervsa del Riegos ““Happy Song.’
Though suffering from a bad cold, Mies
Ainsley acquitted herself most creditably
under the circumstances, and was hearti-
ly applauded and recalled after each ap-
pearance. Mr Towsey acted a8 accompanist.

7th December 1907

Mr OCyril “Uowsey, the Wellington
pranist, took part in a concert in Staf-
tordshire’ recently, in connection with the
tour of Madame Ella Russell. Mr
Towsey was the accompanist -of the party,
but in the inability of Madame Fischer
Sobell to fulfil her pianoforte portion of
the programme, he came to the assistance
of the management as a soloist. His
performance was very favorably criticised
by the papers. 18th June 1908

Copyright © Julian Towsey 2013
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A New Zealand singer, new to Ton-
don audiences, was hecard at the Stein-
way Hall last night in the person of
Miss Mary O’Connor, of Auckland, the

ossessor of a mezzo-soprano  voice.

iss O’'Connor, by the way, announces
vocal recital which she will give at
the Bechstein Hall next week, assisted

by Signor Alessandro Certani (violinist)
and Mr. Derbyshire Jones (’cellist) ; Mr.

Cyril Towsey (Wellington) will be. the
accompanist. The recital 1s to be given
under the patronage of Adeline, Duchess
af Bedford, Julia, Marchioness of Tweed-
dale, Isabelle, Maxchioness of Sligo,
Lord and Lady Chicester, Lady Jersey,
Lady Ranfurly, Lady Waldegrave, Lady
Helen Munro-Ferguson, Lorg and Lady
Newport, Lord and Lady Carew, Lord
and Lady Leith of ¥yvie, TLord and
Lady Belper, Lord and Lady Lawrence,

From ¥England comes ilhe news,
Mr Cyril Towsey has become engaged to
the Auckland song-
is professionally known a

3
19th August 1908

Miss - Marie Cooper,
stress, who
Miss Marie O'Connor.

I should like. to have a varn with
my old friends in Woréestsr, but can-
not yet. ring in’ wpen ihe ieclephone.
This town resemblés the city..but not
m age. Itis a centre of education. fond
of mnmusic, has dramatic and orchestral
socteties, and can put in a very good
concert. Last week I wns 2t one
such: The Wanganui - Leidertafel, con-

the Dowager L.ady Lawrence, Baroness
von Deichmann, Sir Henry and Lady
Cunningham, and the High Commis-
sioner for New Zealand. An overflow-
ing audience 1is expected at the Bech-
stein Hall on this occasion. I may
mention, by the way, that Miss Mary
O’Connor 1s well known in Auckland
as Miss Mary Cooper, of ‘““Armadale,”
Queen-sireet. ‘“‘Miss O’Connor,”” as she
is known here professionally, came tc
England with  her sister, Mrs, Law-
rence Cunningham, two years ago, and
she then received so many favourable
opinions about her voice tbhat she de-
cided to remain; and she has since beer

studying with Mr. Gregory Hast.
voice is a remarkably sympathetic one,
of mezzo-soprano guality

Hex

12th June 1908

At what point, one wonders, did
Cyril tell his father that he had become
engaged, again? Would Arthur have
thought that it was probably a good time for
Cyril to settle down? Might Arthur have
worried that a romantic entanglement might
distract Cyril’s attention away from the development of
a career in the tougher world of London and Europe?

It was not that Cyril was too young to marry: he
was after all, thirty years old. So maybe Arthur thought
it a good thing that Cyril was thinking to settle down.

The question then arises though; at what point
did Cyril mention that Miss Cooper was a Catholic?

Even if Cyril had neglected to mention it, Arthur
would have had a strong suspicion if he had seen that

that

Miss Cooper was using an Irish stage name; her
mother’'s maiden name, O’Connor.

The world might have changed
completely between the time of Henry the Eighth’s
break with the Catholic Church and the start of the
twentieth century, but there was still a strong feeling
against Catholics throughout British society. It was not
just a lingering, irrational prejudice, based on the fear of
loss of ultimate political control to a foreign Pope. By then it was also being reinforced by disdain for the nearby Irish
Catholics, whom the British had been trying to keep under tight control for several centuries.

NOTES FROW LONDON.

ducted by my friend Mr Arthur Towsey,
who ledks back to the happe davs swhen
he studied music under the late Sir
Frederiz Ouselev. at Tenbury. and whose
son,” Mr Csril -‘Towsey, has. basn ro-
cently touring 'at Home. with - FHaidas
Voorzanger and: Jogks .Szigcil, vislin-
1sts, and is now with-Viezev.gog 0cr 1908

Another clever dominionite,  Mr
Cyril Towsey, the pianist, 18 very
much heard of just now. He has
had many successiul appearances as
accompanist. He acted in that ca-
pacity at the Melba concert, and al-
so at the concert hela last week at
His Majesty’s Theatre in aid of the
Pantomime Fund for poor children,
sSeveral interviews with AMr Towsey
have appeared in this column from in : ,
time to time. 27th November 1908 as an accompanist. He acted in this

capacity at the Messina Relief Fund Con-

cert at the Royal Albert Hall last week,

when the King and Queen were present

NEW ZEALAND STUDENTS.

(From Our Own Correspondent.)
LONDON, 12h rebruary. 1909

Mr. Cyril Towsey has quite gained
himself a place in musical ecivcles here
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We know that Arthur was not at all happy about Cyril's engagement to Mary Cooper, but he does not seem to
have done anything as radical as disowning his son. In fact we see on several later occasions, Arthur conducting
performances where Mamie (as Mary Cooper was known), was singing. It must though, have rankled Arthur to know that
after a lifetime of promoting and defending English cultural values, that his grandchildren would be brought up as

Mr. Cyril Towsey was one of the ac-
Comf)amsm at a very successful song-re-

cita

by Madame Clara Butt and M.

Kennerley Rummford at the Albert Hall

on Wednesday.

NEW ZEALAMD SINGER AND
PIANIST.

SUCCESSIFUL SONG
(From Oar Own Correspondent).
1910 LONDON, 18th March.
Of gencral New Zealand interest will
be the announcement of the bethrothal
of Mr. Cyril Towsey, the well-known
pianist from the Dominion, and Miss
Mary Cooper, of Auckland, who has
been living in this country for several
years past completing her vocal studies.
Both have been awsy from New Zeu-

RECITAL.

land for counsiderably over three years, |

and both have made arrangements for
an early réturn.

As an accompanist and pianist Mly.
Towsey has done very well here.. Me
s thmking of sailing by one of the
Tysex liners about the second weelt in
April, ‘

As study was Miss Cooper's chief ob-
jeet in coming to London, she has Kept
continuously “*hard at it," her instrue-
tors having been Mdlle. Olga ‘I'vemelli
and Mr. Gregory Haust. ‘I'o both of
these Miss Cooper does infinito credit—
a nuturally pleasing voice has been well
placed and is well produced. Miss
Cooper has beoked her passage to New
Zealand by the s.s. Corvinthie, sailing
on the Ist April, and she has made up
her mind to become a teacher of sing-
ing in Auckland. Before settling dowu,
however, Miss Cooper contemplates giv-
g i sevies of song recitals throughout
the Dominion, begmning with Aucklaud
in June. In this tour she will ba gas-
sociated with JMr. Cyril Towsey, wh,
in addition to playing the accompani-
ments, will be heard s a solo pranist.

Lately, Miss Cooper has been doing

a good deal of “at home’ work in
London.

Engagements of this descrip-
tion ave always best liked by the sing-
e1s themselves. but opportunities for sc.
curmg them do not always oceur.
FAREWELL TO LONDON.
AMlention was made a week ago that
Aliss Cooper intended {o give a farewell
vecital in London. This took place at
the Bechstzin Halt last Monday afler-
noon. and the giver of the concert hud
planned  onl for herself a programme
full of unwonted variety.
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21st May 1909

smm_m_e. _a‘y renamed Wigimol

A lces accomplished singer would have
becn futigued long before its conclusion,
but Miss Cooper appeuved lo be quite

fresh to the cend. She har a mezzo-
roprano voice of beautiful quality and
intonation, and the uses it veiy artisti-
celly. She had plenty of dramatic power,

and has loarned how to preduce wuh
eass u voice that is naturally of sweet
quality, and is always delightful to
listen to. In her cnunciation of Ger-
man, French, and Italian she is specially
good—as musical New Zealandera will so
soont themealves have tho opportunity of
judging. This phase ought to prove of
great value to her pupile.

Six of the songs on the programme
were (German, including ‘‘Die Mutter
an der Wiege,” Schubert’s “Dic junge
Nonne,” which was a treat to listen to
as interpreted by Miss Cooper, particu-
larly in its pianissimo passages; three
were Italian, inclnding Gauilio Caccini’s
four-century-old *‘Amarilli,” into whosa
spirit the singer ontered thoroughly;
four wero French, including an encore,
which brought tho recital to aclose. *Le
Nil," by JLeroux, suited her voice well,
and she sang it with much expression,
to tho sympathetlic "cello accompaniment
of Felix Sa’lmond. After a group of five

Catholics.

Without wishing to rain on
Mamie’s parade, it is worth noting that
the high concentration of aristocrats at
her concert at the Steinway Hall, in
June 1908, might be attributed to
family connections, seeing as her
sister’s in-laws were of that ilk.

il

5

English songs, she had to submit to
an encore, and sbe gave, very daintily,
“Oh, My Garden Full of Roses.” This
group included Dr. Blow’s two.century-
old “'The Self Banished,” Sibelins's “The
Tryst,” Hamish M’Cunn’s ““Strathallan’s
Lument,” Emmoline Brock's “To a Sea-
bird,” and Lane Wilson's “The Pretty
Creature’—the last was sung with arch-
ness and charm.

Mention must be made of the accom-
panist, Mr. Towsey, who played with
great. expression and sympathy—to the
evident appreciation of the audience,
judging by complimentary whispered
comments to be heard all round.

Two 'cello soli were played by Felix
Salmond, who is a 'celrisb of deserved
repute.  He gave with much feeling
Gabriel Faure's “Elegic,” and with rare
delicacy Frank Bridge's sparkling little
“Serenade.”’

Miss Cooper ought to have been
gratified by the warmth of the reception
ascorded her. Tho hall was well filled.
Several New Zealanders were seen among
the listeners, including Mrs. Holmwood,
Mrs. A. S. Ballance, and Miss Halse,
all of WeHington.
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Alice Verlet (1873-1934) was a Belgian-
born operatic coloratura soprano active primarily
in France.

Verlet assembled a company and
undertook a tour of England in 1910. Other
members included contralto Edna Thornton. The
accompanist was Cyril Towsey of Wellington,
New Zealand, who had carved out a career
performing in such ad hoc groups.

In July, Verlet returned to Birmingham, the
scene of her English artistic "coming out" 15 years
before, as a participant in daily concerts for the
city's centenary fetes, although perhaps upstaged
by a massive air show, not unmarred by fatal
crashes of the then-novel machines. She was
again in distinguished artistic company, organized
and directed by Dan Godfrey: other participants
included singers Nellie Melba, Agnes Nicholls,
and pianists Wilhelm Backhaus, Myra Hess, and
Benno Moiseiwitsch and violinist Mischa Elman.

'

MUSICIAN'S MEMORIES :
HO'“ PACHMANN PLAYED ON
YOUNG NEW -ZEALANDER'S

- CHEEK.

THE LURE OF LONDON
MR. (.'-Ylgll, TOWSEY'S ADVICE Th |
YOUNG COLONIALS.

(From the Awckland “Siar, 'y 1810
LONDON, Mayels 18,
It will interest New Zealnnders to
know that Ar, Cyril Towsvy, who acted
as accompanist o Miss Mary Cooper at
her concort at the Hechstein Hall on
Mareh I, and will do o0 in the fortl:
coming tour of the Dominion, is engas
te bo married to the young Auckland
smger.  He, too, 18 a New Zealander,
and well-known in musical circles. Dur.
ing the past throe years Mr, Towsey has
been engaged in concert work in Eng-
land and on the Continent. He will

prohably leave for New Zealand eardy in
Aoril, :
During his vesidence in England Mz,
Towsoy has heard and met many of the
foremost musicians of the world. o
has_many intoresting reminisconces of

celebritics.  Wo were talking yestorday

THE LATEAT TORYRALT OF YEAMMINK 3 FACHMANKX
(Photo by EMiot & Fry, London )

BUTTERFLIES AND GOSSAMER,

Mr. Cyril Towsey (Wellington) has
been touring as accompanist to Mdlle.
Alice Verlef's concert company, which
was 1 Brighton a few days since. Its
other members were: Madame Rdna
Thornton, the well-known contralto, M.
Brinkmana  (Brussels, violinisi), and
Mark Hambourg. Mdlle. Alice Verlet,

who is prima donna of the Grand Opera,
Paris, met with great success in London,
and her reception all over the country is

enthusiastic in the extreme. Mr. Tow-
sey 1s a sympathetic accompanist, and
he has  iately had a number of good
touring ‘engagements under the auspices
of the-Concert Direction Schulz-Curtius
and Powell. In spite of this, however,
Mr. Towsey is beginning to think that he
would like to take a trip ouv to New
Zealand, so nis old friends in Wellington
will not be surprised if he definitely de-
cides to go out there again. 9)’1 0

Now your left cheek. Again I turned sn
obodient choek, and he played annther
thmaginary passsge. ‘Al We said, ‘gos-
jsamer! Al this in full view of the
{andience, who enjoyed it immonsely,
| That is Pachmann. e is always like
vhut, both on the platform and off it."
| OUTLOOK GEITING WORSE.

On tho outlook in music for these who
make it o enreer, and on the prospects
of young New Zealanders and Aunstra-
linns who como to London to sesk famo
snd fortino n music, Mr, Toasey wos
| very emphiotic,
| "“Musio,” he said, “is becoming more
{and more commercial. Hore in Bug-
{land tho question is now ‘How do you
[eing?" but rather *“What ave you worth ?*
In other words, tho agents judge you by
your drawing powers, not by your qual
ity.  Bingors whose voices nre long past
their primo oan still commuand  zond
terom if their names on the programmse
nre still o good ‘draw,’ whoreas an wun-
| known man with o better voice will ho
| lueky to got engagements ot all.

| “T have noticed, even in my threo
| ! years here, o great clmu%{e for tho worso
in_tho ontlook from e professional
poink of view. When I first camo to
ondon it was the vegular custom for
arlists on tour to ba paid fised foees.
Now a conccrt party usually tonrs on
sharing torms. }L is a sign of tho times,

ol fnmous planists, he and 1, and the
name of Pachmanm, the' greatost living
exponent of Chopin, cropped up,

"Poachmann,"” said he, “is dolightlul,
A wonderful player, with the heart of n
child. Everybody loves him. Once
when T was touring in the same com-
pany be came and spoke to mo after tho
concert and asked ‘Was I good? 1|
praised his playing, and mentioned one
study in particular which [ thought had
been beautifully played. The old man
was radiant, and held up his face to be
kissod! And, do you know, it did not
scom stupid to kiss Pochmann. He is
=0 spoutancous, o child-like in his emo-
tions, so lovable I montioned the
well-known story of Pachmann, who,
when askod to name tho groatest living
pinnist, modest ropliod: “Well, Godaow-
sky is the second greatest!™
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“1 know the story,” said Mr. Towsey,
“but I think that now ho is inclined to
givo the palm to Godowsky, in certain
fiinds of music at any wate. I well ro-
member sitting near Pachmann at one
of Gudwsky's recitals in Londen, After
Godowsky Lad played a certain piece,
Paclunann stood up in the stalls and
called out, “Liko n pig! Like n pig!”
But tho next piece pfun',cd im much
hetter. e leaned over to mo, and, ad-
dressing me, but taking the whole nu-
GEONCo Mta Nis connidence, he saxt: “1ho
boautiful passages T play batter, but the
Ligz passages—Godowsky!' . Then ho sail.,
‘Givo mo your right cheek,” 1 turncd
ny face, zad he played lightly on my
cheek with his fingers, as though I were
a keyboard. "There,” ho said, ‘it should

bo like that—gentle, like butterflies!

“TI4 cannot bo impressod too stronyly
on young coloninl musicinns that it i
folly to como to London in the helief
that they have oniy to display their
talents to find London at thewr fect.
They must not take too seriously tho
| finttoring comments on theiy abilities
| made by {amous nvtists who visit Now
| Zealond., Let thomn remamber also that
London ix the easicst placo in the warld
to starvo in. But warnings seem to beo
usoloss. Still they come! | suppose thoy
| will only learn by bitter experionce.”
| After his concert tour through New
Zoaland with Miss Cooper, My, Towsey
hopes to sottlo in the Dominion.

18th March 1910
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